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London their Embassy talks of giving away portions of
Serbian territory to Bulgaria and Albania,"68
It was thus with some justifiable irritation at Austria
that Bethmann took up the Kaiser's offer to mediate on
the basis of the "pledge plan" and embodied it in the fol-
lowing telegram to Vienna:
[Aside from a declaration to Russia that it intends no
territorial acquisition in Serbia] the Austro-Hungarian
Government, in spite of repeated questions as to its pur-
poses, has left us in the dark. The reply now at hand of
the Serbian Government to the Austrian ultimatum makes
it evident that Serbia has in fact met the Austrian demands
in so wide-reaching a manner that if the Austro-Hungarian
Government adopted a wholly uncompromising attitude, a
gradual revulsion of public opinion against it in all Europe
would have to be reckoned with. . . . [Russia will pre-
sumably be satisfied] if the Vienna Cabinet repeats in St.
Petersburg the definite declaration that territorial acqui-
sitions in Serbia lie far from its purpose, and that its military
measures aim solely at a temporary occupation of Belgrade
and other definite points of Serbian territory in order to
compel the Serbian Government to a complete fulfilment
of the demands, and to serve as guarantees for future good
behavior, to which Austria-Hungary unquestionably has
a claim after her experiences with Serbia. The occupation
could be regarded like the German occupation in France
after the Peace of Frankfort, as security for the demand
of the war indemnity. As soon as the Austrian demands
were fulfilled, a withdrawal would follow. . , . You are
immediately to express yourself emphatically in this sense
to Count Berchtold and have him take the proper step in
St. Petersburg. You are carefully to avoid giving the
impression that we wish to hold Austria back. It is solely
a question of finding a method which will make possible
the accomplishment of Austria's purpose of cutting the vital
nerve of Greater Serbian propaganda without at the same
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